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The BC collections

. The Biblioteca de Catalunya holds more than
three millions documents in different supports (books,
serials, newspapers, microfiches, engravings, maps,
sound recordings, videos...) in different stores for their
preservation.

. The BC collections can be viewed in:

- Sala General (General Reading Room, mainly
for S.XIX-XX items)

- Sala Prat de la Riba / Sala de Reserva (Prat
de la Riba Reading Room / Rare Books
Reading Room (for items belonging to the rare
books collections)

Both Reading Rooms hold open access reference
material. Approximately 23.000 items as dictionaries,
encyclopaedias, catalogues, inventories, directories
and widely use collections.

. You can search the catalogue and the electronic
resources on the computers available on the Reading
Rooms. There is also Wi-Fi.

The BC catalogues

. The catalogue is the essential tool to know
whether the item you are searching is kept at the BC
collections or not. In the past the catalogues where
made up of manual cards, which are still located at the
Reading Room.

. In 1991 catalogation becomes computerized
and since then the items acquired by the library can be
located on the online catalogue. At the end of the
nineties the retrospective conversion of the manual
catalogues started in order to collect all the information
in just one catalogue. Nowadays, the major part of the
information can be located on the web. http://
cataleg.bnc.cat/*eng

Consulting the catalogue

= Access the catalogue at the web www.bnc.cat or
through the link at the desktop within the BC computers.

=  Select the type of search. You can search by
author, title, subject, keyword, class number, ISBN or
ISSN.

= You may also select the type of catalogue and sort
the results before or after doing the search.
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= After doing the search, you will find the results list.
You can see the items details, class number and type
of loan.
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= Tosee more details, click on to the title and then click
on full record.

Items request

= Torequest a document from the Reading Rooms and
from outside the BC, select Request at Reading Room .
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Choose the class number of the item desired. Be careful
with newspapers and periodicals, check if we have the
year you need before ordering the item. Do not forget to
write the year, month and and volume for the newspapers
and periodicals.
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= Remember that not all the information appears on
the catalogue. You can also request the items if you know
the class number and the title, even if the items do not
appear on the catalogue. From the BC web, click on
«Serveis en linia», «Reserva de documents amb
antelacio a sala» .



